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IMPORTANT DATES 

January 31 

February ELP Payments Due 

February 2 

Happy               Day! 

 February 8-12 

Valentine’s Fun  
Ask your ELP instructor for details! 

February 15 

No School/ELP Closed 

March 15-19 

No School/ELP Closed 

 

SITE CONTACTS 

IONE 
Room 24: (209) 257-7024 

Room 27: (209) 257-7027 

JACKSON 
Cafeteria: (209) 257-5629 

Room L-1: (209) 257-5607 

PINE GROVE (Tu/F) 

Room 15: (209) 296-2815 

PLYMOUTH 
Room 2: (209) 257-7853 

SUTTER CREEK 
Room 3: (209) 257-7121 

Room 8: (209) 257-7108 
ART APPRECIATION 

The Extended Learning Program is excited to implement a new art 
curriculum at all of the ELP sites this spring. Students will spend some 
time learning a little more about the history of art and famous artists, 
and work with different mediums through guided lessons. 

ASPIRING PHOTOGRAPHERS 

At Sutter Creek ELP, Mr. Ragusano has started a beginning 
photography unit with his 3-6 grade students. He will be introducing 
them to traditional photography concepts including photo composition 
and color techniques.  

 

LEARNING THROUGH PLAY, THRIVING THROUGH COVID 
Ms. Michelle Burns, Sutter Creek ELP Room 3 

Child-led learning develops creativity, confidence, and self-efficacy  
– all skills needed to navigate these challenging times with resilience.  
I believe that children learn better when they feel better, and that  
the best learning comes from the child’s own innate curiosity and  
sense of wonder. To foster this playful spirit and create a classroom  
culture of empowerment, I carefully observe the interests of my  
students and use those observations to inform my lesson plans.  
 
For example, in early fall the children were given paper bags to  
make nature collections. They eagerly gathered up leaves and  
acorns and twigs for several days. Then, as time went on, their  
interest in the bags began to shift. One student began using his  
bag as a puppet. The others were enthralled with this idea and  
began to copy it. They named their puppets, and created elaborate story lines for them.  
 
To extend this interest, I gave each child a blank sheet of construction paper and showed them how to 
draw a careful design for their dream puppet. It could be anything they wanted, with any materials 
they could think of. Once each child had drawn his or her design, I gathered the needed materials and 
supported each individual in making their design come to life. The children were thrilled to take 
something from their mind and turn it into something in their hands. 
 
Meanwhile during outdoor play time, the children developed an interest in campfire pretend play. The 
children asked if they could bring their puppets outside with them. It was so exciting to see them 
blending their puppet work with outdoor play. The children used the puppets in their campfire stories 
which helped them to talk through and process various situations and emotions that were coming up 
in their world. They were proud of their work and deeply engaged because their interests were 
honored and their needs provided for.  
 
By observing and honoring children’s interests, educators and parents can create learning 
environments where children feel a sense of power, control, and success which leads to a lifelong love 
of learning and the ability to solve problems creatively and with confidence. With all of the challenges 
students are facing, play has never been more important for their mental, emotional, social, and 
cognitive development. Let’s work together to make 2021 a year of play!  
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