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PRESS RELEASE 

December 6, 2021 

Dr. Torie Gibson, the current Amador County Unified School District (ACUSD) Superintendent, will be 
appointed as the Amador County Office of Education (ACOE) Superintendent, following the resignation of Dr. 
Steve Russell. Dr. Gibson will assume the responsibilities of the County Superintendent immediately following 
her appointment during the ACOE Board of Trustees Meeting on December 13th. A formal swearing-in will 
take place in January.   

“Dr. Gibson has repeatedly exhibited exemplary performance in her role as the ACUSD Superintendent the past 
six months. It is only natural she takes over the duties held by the County Superintendent as this position has 
historically been held by the same person,” said Kandi Thompson, Board of Trustees President. 

The District and County Superintendent position has historically been held by the same individual to 
facilitate ease of leadership, to simplify workflow and prevent duplication. When the merger took place in 
1983, having one Superintendent was the design. 

“It is critical for our County to have one person serve in both roles as each entity shares services that ultimately 
support the other. Dr. Gibson has the vision and determination to take us to the next level. The work she and Dr. 
Russell have completed together in a short time clearly demonstrates her ability and desire to bring people 
together for the betterment of students,” said Kandi Thompson, Board of Trustees President.  

“I ran for this position to show the County that students with special needs desperately needed a leader that 
genuinely cared for them,” said Dr. Russell, ACOE Superintendent. “Dr. Gibson possesses personal and 
leadership qualities I am confident will lead our students and staff to bright futures. She will fulfill this role 
maybe even better than I did and I know Amador County will be in very good hands with her at the helm.” Dr. 
Russell and Dr. Gibson have spent time collaborating on the roles and responsibilities of the ACOE 
Superintendent in order to create a smooth and timely transition.    

“I am honored to serve in this additional role and serve as the voice at the State and Federal level to advocate 
for Amador County. Rural education is a true passion of mine and we have a lot of work to do as an 
administrative team, organization, and community to ensure the best possible education for ALL our students, 
while also ensuring all staff has their needs met on a daily basis,” said Dr. Torie Gibson, ACUSD 
Superintendent. “I appreciate that Dr. Russell and the Board believe in my leadership and skill set that I bring. 
Although I still have much to learn, I know we can do great things together as long as student success is our 
common goal.” 

Dr. Gibson will hold this office as the incumbent and run for election in June 2022 for an additional four-year 
term.  
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